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1 . The amendment filed on 4/1 8/08 is entered and made of record. 

2. Response to Applicant's Arguments 
On page 16 of the reply the applicant stated: 

"With respect to Claim 37, Chen discloses a computer image processing method 
that produces a foreground mask for 2D/3D image editing. However, it is respectfully 
submitted that Chen does not disclose or suggest a virtual camera being translated with 
respect to a stereo camera pair to a position determined by a location of a display area 
of a display device, the location being centered off-center from the center of the display 
device." 

The examiner agrees; in an updated search the examiner found Yoshigahara (US pat 
no 7,01 5,951 ); Yoshigahara disclose a virtual image from a first image and a second 
image of a stereo camera pair (figure 1 1 , 'virtual picture'), the virtual image being 
projected from an optical center of a virtual camera (figure 1 1 , 3c is the virtual camera), 
the virtual camera being translated with respect to the stereo camera pair (if cameras 3a 
and 3b are moved the virtual image will move with the stereo cameras). 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 37 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one 
of the four statutory categories of invention. Supreme Court precedent 1 and recent 
Federal Circuit decisions 2 indicate that a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must 
(1) be tied to another statutory category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) 
transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or 
thing. While the instant claim(s) recite a series of steps or acts to be performed, the 
claim(s) neither transform underlying subject matter nor positively tie to another 
statutory category that accomplishes the claimed method steps, and therefore do not 
qualify as a statutory process. Claims 1 , 2, 4-12, 37 and 40 are methods which are not 
tied-to any processor or computing device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishikawa (US pat no 6,549,650) in view of Yoshigahara (US pat no 7,015,951). 



1 Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. 
Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876). 

2 In re Bilski, 88 USPQ2d 1385 (Fed. Cir. 2008). 
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With regards to claim 38, Ishikawa discloses displaying a display window on a display 
device, the display window being displayed off-center of the display device (see figure 
52, shows two display windows that is not exactly at the center); and generating a first 
and second image of a stereo camera pair (figure 51 , 7401 a and 7401 b), but does not 
disclose a virtual image from a first image and a second image of a stereo camera pair, 
the virtual image being projected from an optical center of a virtual camera, the virtual 
camera being translated with respect to the stereo camera pair to a position determined 
by a location of the display window. 

Yoshigahara disclose a virtual image from a first image and a second image of a stereo 
camera pair (figure 1 1 , 'virtual picture'), the virtual image being projected from an optical 
center of a virtual camera (figure 11 , 3c is the virtual camera), the virtual camera being 
translated with respect to the stereo camera pair (if cameras 3a and 3b are moved the 
virtual image will move with the stereo cameras). 

The combination of Ishikawa and Yoshigahara disclose to a position determined by a 
location of the display window (if the stereo pair camera of Ishikawa is modified with 
Yoshigahara's, by adding a feature to generate virtual image, then the center of the 
display, figure 1 2A, 73, of Ishikawa will be the location of the virtual camera). The 
position of the virtual image/camera will be determined where the display, figure 12A, 
73, of Ishikawa, is facing. One skilled in the art would include step of generating a virtual 
camera because to limit to only two cameras to save power cost and cost to buy / install 
another camera. 
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With regards to claim 37 see the rationale for claim 38. 

3. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishikawa 
('650) in view of Yoshigahara ('951) and official notice. 

With regards to claim 39, see the rationale for claim 38. In addition, Ishikawa and 
Yoshigahara do not disclose video teleconferencing. It is well known to video 
teleconference with any individual world wide. One skilled in the art would include step 
of using video conferencing device because save cost of traveling to the offices. 

Allowable subject matter 

Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 37 and 40 are allowable if applicant overcome the U.S.C. 101 
rejections. 

Claims 13,14,1 6-26, 28-36, 41 , 42 are allowable. 

With regards to claim 1 , the examiner cannot find any applicable prior art and 
suggestions disclosing setting the pixel value of the integer position on the virtual image 
plane to a pixel value from one or more integer positions of the first image that 
corresponds with the projected point on the stereo disparity surface, if one or more 
integer positions of the second image that corresponds with the projected point on the 
stereo disparity surface are occluded in combination with all the limitations of claim 1 . 
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With regards to claim 40, the examiner cannot find any applicable prior art and / or 
suggestions disclosing projecting the center of projection through the projected point on 
the stereo disparity surface to a floating point position on the virtual image plane and 
projecting an integer position on the virtual image plane to identify the projected point on 
the stereo disparity surface, the integer position being adjacent to the floating point 
position on the virtual image plane in combination with all the limitations in claim 40. 

With regards to claims 13 and 25, see the rationale for claim 1 . 

With regards to claim 41 and 42 see the rationale for claim 40. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEX LIEW whose telephone number is (571 )272-8623 
or cell (917)763-1 192. The examiner can be reached anytime. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew C Bella/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2624 

Alex Liew 

AU2624 

12/21/08 



